
Ecclesfield Deanery Synod - Minutes of Meeting
Date of Meeting:
Thursday 3rd July 2008
Location:

St Saviours High Green
Duration:

7pm to 9:50pm


Chair:


Martyn Snow - Area Dean

Present:


Clergy:
Kevin Barnard / Catherine Barnard / Anesia Cook / Ian Duffield / Patricia Impey / David Jeans / Julian Mann / Louise Collins / Ian Smith / Martyn Snow / Rick Stordy 

Laity:
Kath Allot / Peter Blakemore / Margaret Bryan / Pat Clarke / Nellie Clarke / Mary Croft / Margaret Derbyshire / Dorothy Gilbert / Anne Gwilym / Beryl Hanson / John Hayes / Angela Holt / Carol Khawaja / David Love / Jane Perry / Norma Priest / Cheryl Shaw / Anne Shaw / Betty Taylor / Andrew White / Mary White 

Wardens:
Michael George / Pam Helliwell / Alwyne Hill / Peter Jubb / Jonathan Lang / Geoffrey Littlewood / Judith Roebuck / Alan Smith / Matthew Rudkin

Visitors:
Mike Gilbert  / Richard Sudworth / Kelvin Price
Apologies:

Clergy:
Judith Daly / Frances Eccleston/ Sue Hammersley / Alan Isaacson / Judith Daly / Ed Mitchell
Laity:
Graham Helliewell / Shane Kendrick / Kath Lonsborough / John Oxley
Wardens:
John Dobson / Christine Francis / Ann Hackett / Christine Howsham / Audrey Sidebottom / Neil Fermer
	Item
	Action

	1. Opening Worship:

· Opening prayers and worship led by Peter Blakemore
	

	2. Welcome  Introductions:

· MS welcomed new and previous members to Synod and thanked all for attending.
	

	3. Previous Minutes:

· Correction to Item 7 by Kevin Barnard:
Sheffield Faith Forums

· Kevin Barnard outlined the function of the Sheffield Faith Forum in the Third Sector as the place where faith communities can meet to discuss how they contribute and deliver National Government agenda around urban regeneration.
 To be corrected to:

· Kevin Barnard outlined the function of the Sheffield Faith Forum in the Third Sector as the place where: faith communities can meet to talk and contribute to community life; in so far as they can assist in delivering National Government agenda around urban regeneration. 
· Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as an accurate record by Synod.  
	

	             b)Matters Arising: 

·  MS clarified that the funding of the expenses of the Deanery Development worker posts would be funded out of the Area Dean expenses budget that MS receives from the Diocese. 

· MS asked members of Synod to provide informal feedback about their reflections on the Deanery Conference. 

“positive approach”

“General opinion is that clergy are key to mission as laity are in full time employment – clergy have the time to plan”

“Synod need to know the numbers of clergy that are being reduced” 
“Encouraged not to be afraid of sharing the parish’s resources with other parishes”

“Clergy are more important that buildings – we should not be afraid of change”

“Postive impression (against the expectations I had) – where did the positive energy come from? – God is at work where God’s people gather together”
	

	4. Focus on Mission:

· MS – Synod members to take the summary of the discussion back to PCCs to stimulate debate. 
4.1 Mission and Creation Care – Mike Gilbert (Bishops Adviser on the Environment)

· Handout distributed with Diocesan Synod Statement on Creation Care
· Notice of Diocesan Development Day on October 5th on Creation Care
· Question – Think of a time when you have been in creation and had a WOW moment and given thanks to God.
· Synod members gave feedback
· ‘The Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ – Psalm 24v1 – In terms of mission going green is not a red herring but a golden opportunity for mission. 
· It is one of the Five Marks of Mission from Lambeth 1988 – “To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth”
· Part of God’s mission given to the Church and is also integral to following Jesus in the 21st Century where the issues of our age are – human caused climate change; biodiversity loss; pollution. 
· These issues can lead people to two reactions or swing between the two: 
· a) despair – its to big an issue for me to do anything about
· b) denial – not really happening
· But neither is the Christian position. 
· Creation is good in God’s sight (Gen 1) but it is also groaning (Rom 8) under the consequences of the fall. 
· Fact – for all people in the world to live like an average British citizen would require 3 Earths. For all people to live like an average North American citizen would require 5 Earths. For all people to live like an average Chinese citizen would require 0.5 Earth. 
· What are we to do? – Creation care is just one part of the Church’s mission alongside: evangelism; care of the sick; social injustice.
· How – 
1. Worship – give thanks to God the creator for creation
2. Re-engage with the Earth – get you hands dirty in the garden/churchyard/
3. Prayer – intercede for those who care for the earth
4. Study:  the scriptures – see the green thread that runs through the Bible; environmental issues; latest developments. 
5. Lifestyles – Set an example and live lightly. Do something significant once every three months to reduce your carbon footprint (see http://www.livinglightly24-1.org.uk/) 
For example: 
Individually/At home: Install energy reduction measures – insulation/double glazing; No overseas holidays; What car do you drive and its emissions. 
Church Community: Audit your church buildings/grounds energy use and reduce it; how travel to church – car share; speak prophetically; campaign; make a green action plan and review it yearly at the APM; use a green electricity energy tariff. 

· It is up to us to look after the Earth. 
· Questions were taken from Synod members. 
· Kevin Barnard gave notice about the meeting of ‘Low Carbon Sheffield’ on Wednesday 30th July 9.15am-1.30pm run by OFFER (the city-wide network for all of the voluntary, community and faith organizations in Sheffield.
· MS thanked Mike for attending Synod
4.2 Mission and Other Faiths – Richard Sudworth (Church Mission Society Partner in Birmingham) 

· Like climate change, people of other faiths in our society can engender the same response of despair (‘the world’s changing its terrible’) or denial (‘nothing to do with me’). 
· For the Christian it is an opportunity to deepen their Christian faith and mission. 
· Handout given out with copies of slides for presentation. 
· Richard described the local history and story of the context of the church community he is part of in Birmingham that is opposite a Mosque. 
· 18 years ago the church undertook a mission that led to its windows being smashed. Only in the last 4 years have relationships been rebuilt. 
· Local history is loaded – but never to late to start a relationship with your neighbour. 
· Today the story has led to the church community’s buildings hosting a government sponsored Children’s Centre in an area that is 70% Muslim. This decision was based on the success of the church run professional nursery that was based in the church hall. The diverse community and cross section of people met together in the church centre building. 
· What are the lessons from this journey?
· A) Doing God – they mentioned ‘God’s love in the community’ (they did not put ‘Jesus’ love in the community’ deliberately). 
· They wanted to share with other  people of faith and prayer – without communicating the intention ‘we want to change you’. This is the wider historical context of cultural and colonial baggage/experience that recent immigrants may have about the Christian faith. 
· They wanted to walk alongside and share life with people of other faiths while maintaining that Jesus is Lord. 
· As they served the community they were clear that there motivation was due to their Christian faith – could find areas of commonality with people of other faiths, but also be very clear on where we are different. 
· B) Shared Stories – the different religious festivals/stories would be shared and celebrated
· C) Let draught go both ways – As reach out to community it will be changed and you will be changed – part of incarnational mission – scary place to be but must be anchored in: Scripture / Church History and Tradition / Church Community. 
· D) Mobile Phone No. – As develop relationships with the Mosque recognise the tensions of interfaith issues (local/national/global) can affect the relationship. Need to know the key people in the community. 
· E) Listen to the Church and Listen to the Community – 
· F) Disagree Well – 
· Challenge to Synod – What is there in the Gospel has the church to rediscover that Islam is provoking us to discover? – Seen this in the challenge of Marxism (social justice) and the Green movement (creation care). 
· What can the outside/other teach or be a blessing to the Church? 
· Mission is the very essence of being faithful where we are drawn back to who we are called to be. 
· Julian Mann – Approach being offered is not Anglican or canonical due to the reluctance to mention Jesus Christ as they only name by which we are saved. 
· RS – the issue of not mentioning Jesus is one of contextualisation where we need to understand what the person may be hearing/understanding what we say – we need to begin a conversation and need to understand how we are heard by the other person. 
· Andrew White –   a)   As a teacher in a school setting how can I build relationships with students of other faiths and share the Christian faith. 
b) In a parish context how communicate the message of salvation 
             and hell while build good community relationships?  

· RS – b) In this room imagine a diversity of views held about who will go to hell. I proclaim that Jesus Christ as Lord, but imagine that I will be surprised at the return of Jesus who will be there. 
· RS – a) You need to be clear and appropriate to the relationship you are in with the other person, and then clear about what common beliefs you share and also clear about what the differences are. 
· Synod broke into buzz groups to discuss the questions: Where do you see God at work in the other/those outside of church? Where do you see the possibilities / challenges of the gospel to the other?   
· MS - thanked RS for attending Synod
· MS - spoke of the enormous diversity of people in the Deanery – being part of the Deanery is about being real and honest about who we are, and where we are coming from and that does not mean that relationships have to be easy.  
	

	6. Deanery Review :

·  MS - gave verbal presentation of the paper distributed to members at Synod ‘The Beginning of a Road Map for Eccelsfield Deanery’. 
· MS - outlined the three proposals he was making to Synod in the paper before Synod broke for discussion.
· Feedback/Voting 
· Proposal 3.1: Deanery Development Posts
· Kevin Barnard – Without debate at Synod, Synod is being asked to take a decision to create two posts whose definition we do not yet know – this is unfair on the two people  involved. 
· MS – Ther Job Description (JDs) is to be drawn up by the Deanery Council in liaison with the parishs. The final JDs will be presented to the Synod in December. 
· Tricia Impey – Synod are not approving the appointments, they have been made – Synod will approve what they do in December. 
· Question – Who are David Jeans and Martin Kilner? 
· MS – David Jeans is Vicar of Deepcar and Martin Kilner is Vicar of Grenoside from 29th September. 
· Louise Collins – Who is paying for the posts?
· MS – The Sheffield Church Burgess Trust have funded the posts. 
· Louise Collins – What are we being asked to vote for? 
· MS – a) to welcome appointment of David and Martin. 
· Synod welcomed David and Martin with a round of applause. 
· Ian Smith – Have we in the applause authorised Council to write the Job Description? 
· MS – Deanery Council will bring the JDs to December Synod
Proposal 3.2: Working Group 

· Louise Collins – If we undertake this piece of work will we end up doing this for every demographic group in the Deanery?
· Tricia Impey - Is this part of work that has already been done?
· MS – From the working groups completed a common theme expressed by the parishes was around children and young people. 
· Rick Stordy – This area of children and young people was clearly highlighted in the mission working groups findings as a piece of further work required. 
· Vote:        For Proposal: 26               Against: nil          Abstention: 8
Proposal 3.3: PCCs to Respond
· Question – October deadline very early for PCCs to respond by with quality discussion.
· MS – By December we need to have made some decisions – but not all the t’s will be crossed and i’s dotted – the road map will have to go back to the PCCs for further discussion. 
· No vote was held and taken as a recommendation from Synod to the PCCs.  
	MS

	7. News From the Parish’s:

·  Many summer fairs are being held by churches in the Deanery 
· Racial Justice Sunday – 14th September 2008 at the Cathedral
	

	8. Diocesan / Genral Synod  and Lambeth Conference Update:

· Agendas for the two synods and conference were mentioned and prayers led for them by Rick Stordy. 
	

	9. Next Meetings

· Deanery Supper  – Wednesday 1st October at Christ Church Pitsmoor – further details to be sent in Summer
· Deanery Synod – December 3rd location TBC
· Meeting Closed at 9.50pm. 
	Note All
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